Introduction
Torsion of normal adnexae can happen in childhood and is an established surgical emergency. In the absence of early intervention, the result is adnexal infarction. Adnexal torsion seen in adult life is usually associated with some abnormality such as ovarian cyst. In fetal life, normal adnexae or adnexal tumours may undergo torsion and infarction, their Barber and Graber, 1970; Grosfeld, 1969) , and in every case the acute abdominal condition led to surgical exploration. Thus adnexal torsion and infarction occurring after birth is necessarily associated with acute symptoms and there cannot be such an entity as 'asymptomatic' torsion and infarction, as assumed by the previous authors. In all these cases there lies a possibilityalthough it is unlikely-that infarction did occur during childhood and that the associated severe acute pain was so transient that it was overlooked, or that it was attributed to some other cause, as is sometimes the case with abdominal pain in infancy and childhood.
In these rare cases of incidental discovery of infarcted ovary and uterine tube, the more likely (Scorer, 1962) . Some cases of 'anorchia' and 'monorchia' have been attributed to testicular disappearance by torsion and infarction occurring during fetal life (Abeyratne, Aherne and Scott, 1969) . A similar mechanism may well operate in the case of the ovary, with the distal uterine tube being involved in the process. Furthermore, in the infarcted appendage it is almost impossible to ascertain its state before infarction. Although the authors of the first two cases state that torsion and infarction of normal adnexae had occurred, there is no evidence that the involved adnexae had in fact been normal. On the other hand, an abnormal adnexa such as that associated with an ovarian cyst is more liable to torsion than a normal uterine adnexa. There are many reports of ovarian cysts presenting in the neonatal period, both in full term and premature infants (Korobkin, De Loromier and Gooding, 1970; Graves, Mc Ilvoy and Hudson, 1951 
